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We are returning to the delightful La 
Torre restaurant for our Section’s New 
Year Meal following last year’s most 
enjoyable night. 

Where is it? 

48 High St, Coalville, Leics, LE67 3EE. 

Can I park? 

Easy! La Torre has a large car park at 
the rear of the building. 

What’s on the menu? 

Special menu is on our website. An 
excellent choice of fine dishes for a great 
price of £21.90 for three courses +£2 for 
the steak. (Balance after deposit is paid 
on the night by individual, inc. any 
drinks.) 

How do I book? 

Please give a £5 per head deposit to 
John along with your menu choice. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
John Griffiths and posted to him at  
25 Heards Close, Wigston Harcourt, 
Leicestershire, LE18 3SW, or please see 
him at the December meeting. 

Website? 

See www.latorrecoalville.co.uk 

The owners, Bruno and Gregorio, look 
forward to welcoming us there again, 
arriving from 7pm on for 7.30pm. 

As well as good food, wine and 
company, we’ll have a charity raffle. 
(Prize donations on the night kindly 
received, no matter how small!). 

     John   

 

2014 celebrates 50 years of our club - 
how about that?  As you’ll see in the 
December edition of the club mag-
azine we’re intending to celebrate it 
in style with a big weekend - 10 and 
11 May, spread across a track-
focussed Saturday at Rockingham 
Raceway, and evening bash then 
full-on Alfa Day both at the 
impressive Boughton House near 
Kettering - all of course not a million 
miles away from us.  That forms part of 
what should be a very memorable year 
for club members. 

There’s plenty of other things for us to look 
forward too.  I’ve included a first-draft calendar 
inside, showing main events anyway.  Assuming 
Triumph Motorcycles restart their tours early in the 
year we plan to go to them at Hinckley in February, 
then to two Rolls-Royce venues one day in March, 
followed by the return of the Fox Run.  Our new 
‘Assistant Section Secretary’ Alan and I will be 
working out a nice route through the scenic delights 
of south Leicestershire for that.  We’ll be back at 
Curborough Sprint Track on April before the big 
National Alfa Weekend in May, the ever-popular Fun 
Concours Night in June and Summertime Classics 
at Stanford Hall…  and that’s only the half way 
point!  You get the idea.  Through in another five 
monthly meeting nights at the George & Dragon, 
and a few ‘optional extra’ events, we’ll be busy! 

MITCAR planning has commenced also - 
big announcement for that in the new 

year… 
One thing that has slipped is 
deliveries of UK Alfa 4Cs.  Paul 
Jones’ offer to see the first arrival 
at Chris Variava on a special open 
day is still very much on, but likely 
to be March or April now. (Photo 
below shows the first 4Cs deliv-

ered in Italy - see, they do exist!) 
        At the end of November the Club 

held its bi-annual General Meeting. 
Post meeting, I was very pleased to be 

elected by the members of the new Board of 9 
persons to be Chairman.  Our club’s central 
operation has absolutely transformed over the past 
two years, and in my eyes anyway, very much for the 
better. Finances are looking very healthy again, the 
magazine is going from strength to strength and we 
have plans for some really great events next year 
too, and a host of other stuff to come. Membership 
at 3,000 people has very much halted its (natural?) 
decline, and with promised new Alfas to come 
things are looking more positive than in many years. 
But the club is all about its members - which means 
you!  If you’ve had your renewal reminder (1,200 
have in November), do please do the deed.   
Meantime, I hope you have a brilliant Christmas and 
very much look forward to seeing you at the New 
Year Meal.  Cheers! 



 

The Classic Motor Show is always a 

terrific end of year event for car 

enthusiasts, and its popularity 

seems to just grow and grow.  I’ve 

not missed one now in 15 years, and 

what amazes is the different cars 

you see each time. This year the 

organisers tell us the huge halls 

contained over 1,500 of them! 

Our AROC stand this year had a 

theme celebrating 90 years of the 

Cloverleaf symbol adorning Alfa 

Romeos - I pushed for that rather 

than 50 years of Bertone Coupes, 

which was an option, as we had all 

105 series cars on last year’s stand 

and thought club members, and 

general show goers, might appre-

ciate a real variety of Alfas this time. 

 Carol Corliss, AROC’s Registrar for 

pre-War Alfas, pulled off a real coup 

by securing Christopher Mann’s 

sensational 1923 Alfa RL Targa 

Florio, one of three such cars that 

competed in that year’s race. Back 

then Alfa's race team had drivers 

like Ugo Sivocci, Antonio Ascari, 

Giulio Masetti and Enzo Ferrari. 

Sivocci's car had green cloverleaf 

symbol on white background and 

when he won that 1923 race, and 

from then on that symbol was to 

become the Alfa team's good luck 

token.  

Christopher has chosen to keep his 

RL (owned since 1973) unadorned 

though drives the car regularly and 

accordingly it has a wonderful 

patina. On set up day we decided to 

leave it a bit dirty as it had been 

delivered (in covered trailer)- its 

classic dark Alfa Red looking terrific 

that way. 

At the other end of the racing Alfa 

scale we had Steve Dymoke’s ex-N-

Technology 156 Super Touring Car. 

Just a fantastic machine this one, 

and one he enjoys racing today in 

the HSCC.  The specific example is 

the actual car that Fabrizio 

Giovanardi 

drove to win the 

2002 European 

Touring Car 

Championship, 

taking 8 wins in the season.  The Car 

raced on in the ETCC and when it 

morphed to the WTCC - before going 

racing in a rather hideous colour 

scheme in Portugal - where it also 

won!  Along the way it also gained 

the Giugiaro front end.  Steve 

restored it to proper Alfa Racing Red 

in which it looks resplendent. 

Next on the stand was Richard 

Norris’ diminutive Giulia Sprint GTA 

‘Stradale’, which looked terrific next 

to Chris Variava’s wife Kerry’s new 

Giulietta QV, itself looking amazing 

in 8C Red and sporting the optional 

extra rear diffuser.   Chris brought 

the car over on set-up day himself, 

along with his son, lending a hand 

getting it cleaned along the way!   

Brand Manager Paul Jones was 

there on all open days of the show, 

thoroughly enjoying it, just wishing 

he had more 4Cs to sell next year… 

Adjacent to the new car was Dave 

Armstrong’s 1983 Alfasud QV, a car 

he admits to have buying on eBay 

whilst in a ‘drunken stupor’ in Nov 

2005. The car was in a sorry state 

and was completely restored and 

returned to the road in Jan 2007.  

Since then its featured in many 

different car magazines, but Dave 

very much 

uses it, as he 

says “it is not 

a show pony”. 

One of the 

very first cars on my list to have was 

the stunning black 164 QV belonging 

to Ian Osborne from our Section.  It 

is quite well known among us of 

course, but now even better than 

many will remember. Ian rebuilt the 

car completely from 2003-2005, 

using parts obtained from various 

sources, but as its been a work of 

continuous improvement, Ian has 

now pulled it right back to its true 

‘series 1’ condition, replacing many 

serviceable parts to do so, even 

adding original wheels (bought on 

Christmas Eve!), mirrors, brakes, 

electronic suspension and even 

replacing braided hoses with rubber!  

It’s a true stunner, and on display 

bonnet up is a must! 

Richard Harman’s South African 

GTV6 3.0 completed the stand. As a 

racing homologation special it kind 

of fitted in nicely with the theme, 

also sporting a cloverleaf badge into 

the bargain! 

Section members played their part 

good and proper in making the stand 

a success:  Simon kindly came back 

from South Wales to help out from 

Thursday to Saturday; and Leigh, 

Dave Atkins, Mark Sangster, Alan 

and Duncan all put in effort on 

various days too. (Dave had his MG 

TD on display all weekend too on the 

Octagon Car Club stand).  Sadly work 

commitments meant I could only do 

set up day and Sunday ‘breakdown 

day’, but both were most enjoyable 

and I wish I could have attended 

more! 

Around the halls there was just so 

much to see.  Favourites? The white 

Ferrari Spider F430 16M, the Black 

Lambo Murcielago SV, the white 

Porsche Carrera SC and the 930 

Turbo, both like brand new, the 

green Lamborghini Miura on the 

Meguiar’s winners stand and that 

green 1300 X1/9… I want one of 

those!!    Also some bonkers cars; a 

pale orange Vauxhall Carlton, 

Citroen BX Volcane (mad), Renault 

18 GTS (when did you last see one?) 

and MG Maestro. Madness!  As ever 

though, a super show. Here’s to next 

year….     John 

NEC Classic Motor Show    15 - 17 November 2013 
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This year’s show had over 
1,500 cars on display! 

 

 

Photos: Clockwise from top left: 
Richard Norris of Classic Alfa with his Giulia Sprint GTA Stradale; 
Ian Osborne’s stunning 164 with Richard Harman’s GTV 3.0; 
Chis Variava got stuck in with the valeting!;  
Contrast of 1923 RL TF and 2002 156 Super Touring;  
Christopher Mann’s 1923 RL Targa Florio, sadly minus its 
Cloverleaf emblem, but it was one of the originals and worth an 
absolute mint. 



 

 

OK, it’s a tenuous connection, but serpents 

are of course associated with Alfa Romeo, just 

look at the badge…  Rob Galloway and son 

Matthew have been very regular attendees of 

our Section since Rob joined up earlier in the 

year, and when he suggested sharing 

something of his hobby I couldn’t say know. 

Especially as I have always had a  fascination 

with snakes. 

The guys brought several boxes of creatures; 

two Bearded Dragons (so beloved by Dunk 

and Lynda too of course—they have one called 

George), two red-backed Tortoises and 

several Corn Snakes; babies, part grown (as 

being held in the photo) and full grown 4-foot 

adult.  The latter were most impressive!    

Several people held the snakes and Beardies 

- the snakes always feel amazing to me, 

especially the way they move against your 

skin, you can feel the bones ‘walking’ on you.  

Feeding time for the young snakes was 

amazing - humanely killed mice grabbed in a 

fraction of a second then constricted.  The 

snakes then dislocating their jaws to gradually 

swallow them whole.  Something I’d certainly 

never seen live before!  Amazing. 

Big thanks to both for bringing them along.  

Our December meeting sees the What’s it 

Worth quiz - no snakes we promise.  

(Jacqui Wood, you can come out from under 

the table now.  :o)  )          John 

November Meeting Night 
A meeting with a difference! 
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Rob and Matthew 

Baby Beardies…. 

Adult Corn Snake - serious kit! 

Dunk with a Bearded Dragon. (No, on his shoulder…) 

Paul, Alan, Mark and Dave sitting down on the job.  ;o)                            One of several stunning Lancias                                                               Two Alfa badges?  Why not….. 

 Dave with his MG TD. Youngest guy on the stand by 35 years too… Superb Fiat X1/9 1300                                                                             ‘Better than new’ Lamborghini Miura on Meguiar’s Concours stand 

 Ian Osborne’s 164 looked superb…                                                           Ian with his labour of love.     Steve Dymoke’s awesome 156 Super Tourer 



 

2013 EVENT REVIEW 
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Our Coventry Transport Museum Alfa Display on 31 March was on a viciously cold day, which 

also happened to be Easter Sunday.  We still had 36 cars along (not all Giuliettas!) and it 

proved enjoyable again.  We will return but will give it a rest for a bit. 

This item doesn’t cover everything we got up to in 2013 but features the key 

activities we organised or played a big part in.   It will give someone new to the 

club a good idea of the great variety of things we do anyway, and aims to be  

cheerful reminder to our ‘regulars’ now the nights have drawn in. 

The year kicked off with our traditional Italian New Year Meal at La 

Torre in Coalville. We had a tremendous attendance of 40 people, 

and our charity raffle raised over £250!  Best prize of the night went 

to Leigh Nethercot who won the ‘Superchav’ hoodie. Priceless... 

First of our factory tours was JCB back in February. A dozen of us 

had an excellent morning there, with a really nice breakfast followed 

by tour of the ‘JCB Experience’ (see record breaker above) then the 

Back Hoe Loader production line. Fascinating stuff. 

Spring Alfa Day at Gawsworth Hall near 

Macclesfield on 21 April brought 400 Alfas 

together.  Our convoy drive managed to keep 

22 Alfas (nearly) altogether too!  We had a  

super cross-country route designed an lead 

across by Brian Smith anyway.  Another cold 

day which stayed mercifully dry until later on. 

Brilliant Brooklands.  Auto Italia’s Spring Italian Car Day saw a 

tremendous attendance of cars; 25 Lambos, over 300 Alfas and 

LOTS more classics and exotics.  The test hill runs were terrific too. 

The Classic Car Night at Beedles Lake Gold 

Centre near Syston was entertaining again, 

our Section being guests of the Jaguar 

Enthusiasts Club. A good variety of cars to 

see too, if on another freezing cold evening! 

Curborough Sprint Experience, finally took place on 29 May after 

the March date was aborted due to snow.  Absolutely brilliant track 

action, organised by El Presidenté George Cole.  More please!! 

AutoKarna and the 

Nottingham Evening 

Post Motor Show at 

Wollaton Park on 2 

June was enjoyable 

again. Paul Jones 

and the Chris 

Variava team had 

the full Alfa range on 

d i s p l a y  ( s i c ) , 

alongside Chryslers 

and Jeeps, and we 

enjoyed some nice 

hospitality too. 

The Langton Brewery Tour on 26 June 

organised by Alan Lathwell was excellent. So 

much beer, so little time!  Joking apart it was 

a fascinating insight into the micro-brewery 

and the beverages were simply superb. 

Summertime 

Classics at 

Stanford Hall on 

7 July was an 

absolute 

scorcher. Our 

section lined up 

all 175 Alfas too. 

Some great cars 

to see in the 

Concours arena 

at this event 

which was still 

almost all Italian. 
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Our June 

meeting night at 

the George & 

Dragon was 

planned to be the 

Fun Concourse but 

threat of rain and 

a motorway 

closure forced 

postponement. 26 

Alfas arrived still! 

Our Fun Concours Night went ahead in July in the end, and saw another terrific attendance of 

33 cars and 50 people.  Car of the night went to Paul Cooper with his green 1750 Spider S1, 

with Cleanest Engine Bay prize going  to Matt Dalby with his Silver 916 Spider, also picking up 

the ‘Real Effort’ award.  An excellent evening again. 

National Alfa Day down at the Historic Dockyards at Chatham 

didn’t appeal to our members owing to a combination of things - 

distance, and a packed programme of Summer activities being the 

main thing. Still those who went enjoyed seeing the 350 Alfas. 

MITCAR at Hardwick 

Hall was a cracker, with 

330 cars along. A 

superb day once again, 

with lots to see and do. 

The Leicester Aero Club Open Day was brilliant fun again. 

We were sad that the Vulcan could not make an 

appearance, but the Police ‘copter, a Spitfire and a Merlin 

chopper too made up for it, plus the free pleasure flights! 

Our Karting Challenge in September saw our AROC team 

finish 1,2,3,4 against the might of Rolls Royce…  Superb fun!! 

‘Spider Night’ in August stayed dry enough for hoods to stay down, 

and a great variety of versions  attended again. Peter Farley here... 

Our visit to the Morgan Motor 

Company at Malvern in October 

was as fascinating as expected. 7 

years since our last visit, a  fair 

amount has changed, not least 

the introduction of the bonkers 3 

Wheeler. Happily the vast majority 

of the traditional construction 

remains.  Thanks again to Viv 

Stephens for getting us in free! 

So there you go, highlights 

from 2013. Plenty of variety, 

some decent weather for 

events in general too - well, 

forgetting the snow in March! 

Here’s to 2014 . . . 



 

A couple of entries this month from our members; 

1. Universal boot liner for dogs: Jacqui Wood suggests: 
Went to Argos and got a decent boot liner. Alfa and many 
other providers sell only a base liner but you really need to 
get some protection up the sides. I have a magic sponge 
that helps to remove dog hairs but it does take the nap off 
the fabric. It's quite difficult to completely remove dog hairs 
so the best way is to minimise the problem. Only cost 
£14.99 and can be attached with Velcro and has all kinds 

of zips. studs and elastic to get it to fit as you'd like. I fitted mine in a bit of a rush, and will get 
it perfect before the next trip out with Ralph, but it's still not too bad and it has kept the boot in 
showroom condition. 

2.  Dunk has been brokering deals again with 
suppliers; CroftgateUSA UK has offered AROC 
members a 10% discount on all there products using 
the code AROC10 at the checkout. Quoting Dunk 
“I've used Aquanil (Waterless car cleaner), Quick n 
Slick at it really is phenomenal stuff, it doesn't scratch 
the paint work even if the car is filthy. You know how 
precious I am about my car so I don't use anything 
that'll leave swirls.”   See www.croftgateusa.co.uk  .
(Photo: Ralph the Alfa Dog in ‘his’ new Giulietta!) 
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Winter Tyres 
By Richard Shaw  
For the last three winters we have been 

using Winter tyres in the Shaw household, 

what a revelation it’s been! It started after 

my wife Lisa had the journey from hell 

back from Kettering to Oakham (for 

people who don’t know this route, there 

are a number of nasty hills).  At the time I had my trusty 

Impreza, with its permanent 4WD I could get most places but 

stopping and understeer were a constant source of 

‘excitement’.  After rescuing Lisa from Corby Asda we decided to 

get her Ford a set of winter tyres for the following year.  That 

winter we had a good few snowy and icy days and I would rather 

drive her car (C-Max) than my WRX!!  

We had to get the tyres swapped on the rims, not an issue if you 

have a fitting bay at work, but it can be expensive with some 

companies charging £40-£60 to change and balance a set. 

We have been fortunate with the last three cars in getting hold 

of used alloys. For both Lisa’s Mini and my old BMW we 

managed to sell the tyres on for the cost of the alloys!  For the 

BMW we kept the winters from the C-Max and they went on the 

BMW rims.  Top tip is to get the smallest possible wheels for 

your car as the winter set. The tyres are cheaper, the cost of the 

wheels will be less as they are not as sort after, and they will be 

more ready available.  Getting a set for my Alfa 159 proved to 

be a bit more of a challenge, but £40 and a very early morning 

dash to Wimbledon secured them.  I’ve got into the habit of 

painting the winter wheels in Satin black  - Wilkos enamel.  It’s 

tough, costs about £12 to do a set at home and you can 

overspray the tyres and it looks fine – brake dust becomes 

invisible too! 

What tyres to go for?  We have been very happy with Hankook 

tyres in both the Icept and Evo versions.  I’ve a mix on the 159 

of Nokian and Vredestein, part worn, but to a depth of the last 

set on my BMW which ran well on snow and ice.   

Apart from the cost of the rims there’s little additional cost in 

running winter tyres as the summer tyres last longer...  We also 

now have spare sets of wheels to cover the odd puncture and, 

more importantly, I can get my summer wheels refurbished!  

I only wish I could have tried the Impreza with a set of winter 

tyres - now that would have been fun…   Rich 

There’s a common theme here - Rich always paints his winter tyre-
shod alloys black.  His latest Alfa 159 2.4 (left) is now Winter ready. 



 
Date Event 

 
Here’s a listing of some of the major events we’ll have next year. 
Our regular monthly meetings will continue on the second Wednesday of every 
month, from 7.30pm on the winter months, 7pm on lighter evenings. 

11 December 
2013 

Regular Monthly Meeting at The George & Dragon in Thringstone -  
starting at 7.30pm, featuring John’s infamous ‘What’s it Worth?’ quiz. 

3 January 2014 
New Year Meal, La Torre, High Street Coalville. With fantastic food and great 
atmosphere, SEE COVER. (Spaces selling out fast!!) 

8 January 2014 
Regular Monthly Meeting at The George & Dragon in Thringstone - starting at 
7.30pm.  (These will continue on every 2nd Wednesday of the month.) 

TBC Feb 2014 
Triumph Motorcycle Factory Tour - Hinckley. This is very much ‘TBC’ at present as the 
factory has not recommenced tours yet - we do have other factory visits planned though. 

TBC Feb/Mar/
April 2014 

Alfa 4C launch open day at Chris Variava Nottingham.  Date will be announced as 
soon as available.  Please keep an eye on our website!  John will also email out. 

TBC March  
2014 

Rolls Royce Heritage Exhibitions – Derby 
1. Learning & Career Development Centre (LCDC), Wilmore Road. See an overview of 
the Rolls-Royce story from its beginnings to present day product range. 
2. Light Alloy Foundry (LAF) site on Osmaston Road, where you can see the largest 
collection of aero engines in the country.  Both visits on same weekday morning, followed 
by a pub lunch. Date to be arranged. 

30 March 2014 
The Fox Run -  Breakfast meeting, scenic drive in South/East Leicestershire finishing for 
buffet lunch and Italian Ice Cream at The Ice Bar Café in Market Harborough. 

TBC April 2014 
Curborough Circuit Experience – Thanks to El Presidenté, George Cole, 10 .cars from 
our Section take on the challenges of this tight and twisting circuit – the Nurburgring of 
the Midlands!  Price @£55. Contact John Griffiths.  

10 May 2014 
AROC 50th Anniversary - National Alfa Weekend – ROCKINGHAM RACEWAY.  Track 
Day and demo runs  

11 May 2014 
AROC 50th Anniversary - National Alfa Weekend – BOUGHTON HOUSE near 
Kettering.  Including model parking and National Concours d’Elegance.  

11 June 2014 
Fun Concours Night at The George & Dragon in Thringstone - starting at 7pm. 
All Alfa Romeos automatically entered and all present do the voting!  Stacks of 
categories from Shiniest Paint to grubbiest wheels. Don’t miss it! 

29 June 2014 
Summertime Classics – with Auto Italia, at Stanford Hall near Lutterworth, 
Leicestershire.  Incorporates the Italian Car Concours.  

9 July 2014 
Summertime Spin at The George & Dragon in Thringstone - starting at 7pm. 
Summer meet up, with a convoy drown around local lanes thrown in.  

TBC August 
2014 

MITCAR 2014 - Midlands Italian Car Day. The 14th edition of our Section's flagship event 
will be one not to miss!  Date and Venue will be confirmed in the new year.  

7 September 
2014 

Leicester Aeroclub Open Day - at Leicester Airport (aka Stoughton Aerodrome), 
including air displays, special Alfa display and potential free pleasure flights too! 

TBC Sept 2014 Karting Challenge - Outdoor circuit, more details later in the year. 

8 October  Section AGM and Alfa Quiz 

TBC Nov 2014 
Classic Motor Show NEC Birmingham. AROC stand featuring historic Alfa Romeos 
and possibly something new.  

     This draft is very much subject to change!  Lot’s more will be added!! 

     AROC East Midlands Section Events 2014  

The Small Print:  ‘Alfisti’ is published primarily for the enjoyment of members of the Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club East Midlands Section.  
Chris Variava Alfa Romeo Nottingham supports the cost of Alfisti’s printed production carried out at cost rate by a Section Member’s company. 
Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club UK ltd cannot endorse or recommend services or products advertised in its publications.  Any opinions  published in 
‘Alfisti’ or its sister website are personal ones. Alfa Romeo Owners’ Club Ltd registered Number 01106134. Please contact John Griffiths if you 
have any queries about the club or our active local Area Section. See cover for contact details. 

Fly the flag! 
AROC East Midlands Section Merchandise 
Polo shirts with full colour embroidered logo, in mid or dark blue.  

All sizes - Just £15 each. 
Fleeces from £25 and Soft-Shell waterproof jackets from £30  

All items are genuine high quality and an absolute steal at the price.   

TO ORDER contact our man Brian Smith at  Bryant.marketing@hotmail.com 

Gazetta 
News Snippets 

ALFA’s LATEST GRAND PLAN TO BE 

REVEALED IN APRIL . . . 

Boss of the FIAT group, Sig Marchionne, is 

set to announce the new plan for Alfa -his 

fourth revival strategy in nine years - in April 

2014. A new rear wheel / four wheel drive 

architecture is expected to underpin at 

least four new Alfa models: the Giulia mid-

sized sedan and wagon, a large flagship 

sedan and a mid-sized SUV. The first of 

these vehicles is due to debut in Europe in 

late 2015 or early 2016. All Alfa models 

built on this new architecture also will be 

sold in the United States. 

 

El PRESIDENTE TO SPRINT HIS ALFA 145 

Sadly Section President George Cole has 

decided that getting in, or more importantly 

out, of the Van Diemen RF86 he was 

looking at sharing next year is just too 

difficult, so his plans are switching now to 

campaign his 145 Cloverleaf instead.  He’ll 

keep us in the picture and knows we all 

wish him well in whatever he does. 

 

ALFA 4C FLIES AT THE NURBURGRING! 

Back in October, the new Alfa Romeo 4C 

supercar 

completed a 

lap of the 

Nordsch-

leife in just 

8 minutes 

04 seconds. 

The lap time 

represents 

a new all-time record for all cars with 

engines producing less than 250hp. That 

performance is in line with times set by 

sports cars with much higher prices and far 

more powerful engines.  In case you needed 

reminding, the 4C  has more than 250hp/

tonne, takes just 4.5 seconds from 0 to 

62mph, gives a stonking 137hp/litre and 

with its big Brembo brakes can pull 1.2g of 

deceleration.  To quote the sales blurb; 

“Alfa Romeo 4C guarantees even the most 

expert driver extraordinary performance 

and sensations.” 

 

CLUB SHOP GETS NEW GEAR! 

Just in time for Christmas, the AROC Shop 

has got in a great new range of clothing 

with the new AROC 50th anniversary logo. 

Tee shirts in red or grey are just £10, then a 

high quality fleece £35 and a deluxe soft 

shell jacket £60.  See images of the gear 

and place orders direct via Danielle (our 

rather fab shop organiser) at 

www.arocshop.co.uk 

SMALL ADS 

 

FOR SALE 
ALLOY WHEEL - KERBED 

Forged Titanium, fits 

Ferrari 458 Italia 
 

Damaged by Englishman 
 

Horse’s head delivered. 
 

Call Modena 25731 

Ask for Luigi 
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■  Alfisti no.161 will be out in January 

 

- SCOOP! - 
Unusual news from the world of motoring 

■  Alfisti is kindly sponsored by Chris Variava Alfa Romeo Nottingham 

MiTo & GT BlackLine - The Atkins Boys 
Another shot from Atkins Towers, Nuneaton. Paul’s GT and Adam’s MiTo 1.6 

JTDm Veloce look particularly shiny, after (semi-retired) dad Dave gave them 

a good wash!  Dave is of course a glutton for punishment with wife Chris’s 

Giulietta also in black, and his TurboDelta a very dark grey… Come to think 

of it, his daughter Rachael’s Punto Evo is black too!  

GTV 2.0 TS - Ben Rutter From an email to John: 

Alfa 916GTV Ph1 (Green) is going strong. It passed its MOT with flying colours. 

We moved house at the end of last year and I have always refused the need for 

a more practical car as the GTV proves to be a star over and over again!  

For the past 12 months we have been commuting to Coventry daily (60 miles 

round trip) and apart from a split water pipe its been faultless.  It gives me such 

a smile on my commute compared to all the miserable folks in their boring 

German boxes, angrily pushing people out of their way.  I did needed  a new 

exhaust this year and opted for a Powerflow exhaust from Mr Tyre in Aylestone.  

They were brilliant, well priced and professional. It is a stainless steel Cat-back 

system with 1 box 

removed. It sounds 

a little meatier and 

raspier and gives a  

small change in 

power delivery with 

much smoother 

acceleration.  

Anyway, I hope you 

are well and I hope 

to make an 

appearance at 

some point.  

Cheers, Ben 

Giulietta Quadrifoglio Verde - Jacqui Wood 
From an email to John.  I hadn't see the car before I picked it so it was quite 
exciting waiting to see what it looked like. Paul at Variava’s had kept it nice and 
cosy in the showroom. It looked 
very special wrapped up in the 
Alfa cover and added to the 
experience of purchasing a 
new car. This isn't the first car 
I've had from new but it's the 
first time the dealership has 
taken the time to make it a 
special event.  I've only driven 
the car a few times but I'm 
loving it. It looks good in the 
anthracite grey and red leather 
interior, and it feels nice on the 
inside too. Ralph (the Airedale) 
likes it as well! Jacqui   

MiTo Veloce - Maria Griffiths 

MiTo Quadrifoglio Verde  -  Matt Yousuf 
We were very pleased to see 21 year old Matt along at our meeting in 

November complete with his stunning white MiTo. 

Matt is proprietor of The 

Ice Bar Café in Market 

Harborough and sells 

some amazing Italian ice 

cream.  He loves his MiTo 

too, and has treated it to 

a full induction kit, adding 

a real edge with a few 

more horsepower and 

some wonderful 

whooshing noises! We 

look forward to seeing 

him and his turbocharged 

machine again.  

 

Maria’s yellow ray of sun-

shine has just had a fresh 

service, and time finally came 

to replace the front Pirelli P-

Zero Neros.  They’d done over 

22,000 miles, but the inner 

edges had worn just too low, 

though still 4mm on the rest.  

The new boots (same type) 

have transformed the 

steering - lighter and precise. 

GTV 3.0 V6 - Dave McFarland 
Hope you enjoyed the feature written by Peter Cambridge in the October 

edition of the club magazine.  The GTV is ever-growing in popularity among 

club members as people 

appreciate its style and 

performance as a 

‘modern classic’.   

The next main 

instalment in is expected 

in the February 

magazine , focussing on 

fitment of even more 

advanced suspension 

modifications.  Then, 

around the corner, a 3.2 

V6 Busso engine 

transplant! 

147 GTA - Steve Bestwick  From an email to John:  My 156 GTA is 

almost repaired now, (once an original UK Press car),  then I will be putting her 

up for sale.  After you tip off of on a white 147 GTA car on Gumtree, I bought it!  

It’s a nice low mileage ‘04 car 

needing a bit of TLC.  Jobs done 

to date include a switch repair 

which fixed a squeak and cruise 

control issue; handbrake lever 

adjusted,  engine stabiliser 

bushes replaced. To do list: 

Discs and pads all round, new 

handbrake cables, top and 

bottom arms, 2 tyres. A good 

clean of underside as it's caked 

in mud, some detailing and she 

should be ready!  Cheers Steve 

(Library photo) 

Eh?? 

Confusion reigns after Alfista Simon Addison posts his Lambo driving 
impressions in Italy... 

Who’s next 
for a go in 
this Brera? 

 

 

 


