
Super News  
My apologies for the lateness of this 

issue of Super News. I had a major 
personal loss a few weeks back which 
was a huge setback and I would like to 
use this opportunity to pass on my very 
sincere thanks and appreciation to the 
many who have been so supportive of 
myself and my family during a difficult 
time. 

Thanks for your patience. 
Getting back into harness with the 

newsletter and another related project 
has certainly been good for me. 
The óotherô related project is one that 

has been on the agenda for quite a long 
time and, like so many others, long 
overdue. 

The project revolves around the his-
tory of the Ti Super that won the 1964 
and 1965 Sandown 6 Hour races so 
convincingly and historically speaking 
is one of the most significant cars in 
Australian motor sport..  

While the two Sandown successes 
have been well recorded, little has ever 
been written, at least collectively, about 
this carôs other competition outings in 
Australia and as I am discovering, 
there were many more than I had ever 
imagined. 

This photo is from a 1964 outing in a 
series production race at Lakeside in 
Queensland with work driver Roberto 
Bussinello at the wheel. Bussinello was 
leading the field until a blown tyre put 
him out of the race but not before he 
had set a new lap record. 

One other known outing was at the 
wonderful Warwick Farm circuit in 
Sydney when the Mildren Teamôs 
Frank Gardner drove the car. 

If any of the readers can recall seeing 
the Ti Super in action Iôd welcome any 
information they may care to pass on 
to be included in the history project. 

Super regards Barry Edmunds  
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A  
side from being the title of a 

long running and also very 

popular car magazine out of 

the UK, devoted to all things automo-

tive from Italy (naturally) Auto Italia is 

also the name of a major and long run-

ning one day automotive event held in 

Australiaôs national capital Canberra.  

Like its print medium counterpart 

Auto Italia in Canberra is also devoted 

to Italian automotive machinery and 

the event certainly attracts a very im-

pressive turn out of four and two wheel 

Italian machinery each year with many 

travelling from interstate just for this 

one-day event. 

This year Auto Italia was held a 

week after Easter and the date dove-

tailed in very neatly with AROCAôs 

annual national gathering Alfesta. 

Those timing of the two events re-

sulted in some of the Alfesta partici-

pants staying on for Auto Italia and to 

keep them entertained there was some 

activities scheduled for the few days 

between Alfesta and Auto Italia. 

As is previous years Auto Italia has a 

featured marque and this year it was 

the turn of Lamborghini to take centre 

stage on the event display area on the 

lawns down in front of the old Parlia-

ment House. 

On the day Alfa Romeoôs outnum-

bered the other marques and with al-

most every model from the companyôs 

last few decades represented. 

Giulia sedans featured well too with 

four joining the line-up in an event that 

has become a MUST for Aus Alfisti. 

Auto Italia in Canberra 

A mirror image of Canberraôs Old Parliament House and the line-up of old and new 
Fiat 500ôs made for a doubly impressive sight at Auto Italia 2013. 

John Dunkleyôs immaculately prepped tarmac rally Super attracted a lot of attention on the day. 
The car is for sale too. 
Neal Vaughanôs very original green 64 Ti (above right) displayed a For Sale sign on the car but 
without any serious offers Neal took the car back home with a serious spruce up on the agenda.  
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A Salutary Lesson - Donôt Take Chances by Barry Edmunds 

I had a very close shave recently and 

it was all my own doing and taught me 

a very important message; donôt take 

any chances whatsoever with anything 

that has the potential to start a fire in 

your car, even if it is the furthest thing 

from your mind at the time. 

While I was in Canberra for the Auto 

Italia event a few weeks back (see sepa-

rate report) I picked up a complete 4.3 

non LSD rear end as a possible replace-

ment for my current 4.1 diff. It was 

necessary to separate the unit to fit it in 

the boot of my Super. With it all firmly 

tied down to prevent any sudden move-

ment/s, which could have caused a fair 

amount of havoc and or damage had it 

come loose. 

The trip home was going well until 

about the half-

w a y  m a r k 

things went 

decidedly pear 

shaped. In the 

dark on a Sun-

day night with 

not a lot of 

traffic on the 

Hume highway 

is not my fa-

vourite place to 

be with a major 

problem loom-

ing. 

M y f i r s t 

warning that all 

was not well 

was a slight 

dimming of the 

headlights and 

dash instruments followed shortly after 

by a bang which I initially thought was 

a blown tyre. As I pulled off the road to 

a safe spot I noticed smoke billowing 

out from the rear of the car. Few things 

get your attention quicker than seeing 

smoke, and lots of it, billowing out of 

the car youôre in. 

Once safely out of the traffic I 

stepped out of the car and first check 

point was the engine bay and raising the 

bonnet (or the hood as some of you 

refer to it); always a move that is 

fraught with danger when there is 

smoke as raising said bonnet would 

allow a rush of air in and cause any 

small flame to erupt and instantly be-

come a much bigger one.  

No obvious sign of fire so I then 

moved to the rear of the car and gin-

gerly opened the boot (trunk), again 

with some trepidation, to find even 

more smoke than had been at the front 

but thankfully no flames. 

Gradually the smoke cleared and I 

was able to see where the problem was 

and it all became clear.  

When I had stowed the diff in the car 

in Canberra Iôd been a tad careless in 

stowing a metal brake line off the diff in 

the boot among the luggage, tools and 

other stuff that one invariably takes 

with them on a weekend trip interstate. 

That loose brake line had somehow 

worked its way out from where it had 

been placed and made contact with the 

positive terminal on the battery (yes the 

battery is in the boot and no I did not 

have the terminals covered properly) 

and it duly shorted out on the body.  

I concluded later that this was the 

cause of my dimming lights and, in due 

course, caused lots and lots of smoke.  

I really have no idea how long the 

brake line had been touching the battery 

terminal and shorting out but obviously 

it had been more than enough for the 

brake line itself to get extremely hot 

and getting close to igniting anything 

burnable within close proximity. 

Once the smoke had cleared enough 

for me to see where/what the problem 

was I quickly removed the offending 

brake line, along with every other item 

close by.  

It quickly dawned on me, and again 

later when I thought about it, just how 

close I had been to being a part of a 

major problem. 

At the very least I could have been a 

witness to the far from appealing sight 

of my beloved Super being reduced to a 

pile of molten metal at the side of the 

highway, or at the other end of the dis-

aster scale the car could have well be-

come a blazing inferno with me in it. 

Not something that I like to dwell on. 

Eventually my sense of well-being 

returned to something near normal and I 

discovered that there was no apparent 

permanent damage to the car, other than 

the smoke stains, charred cardboard and 

blanket, a few bits of melted plastic etc, 

so I loaded up all the gear that I had 

removed from the car earlier.  

Discovering that the lights were back 

to their former brightness gave me 

enough confidence to try the ignition.  

When the motor started and the 

gauges indicating normal I breathed a 

hefty sigh of relief and 

resumed my journey. 

I have often said, more 

in jest than anything, 

that God drove an Alfa 

and incidents such as 

this have made me think 

that perhaps he really 

does as he, or someone 

else, was certainly look-

ing after me on this oc-

casion. 

I confess that some of 

the remainder of the trip 

was spent counting my 

lucky stars at what could 

well have been the worst 

possible way to end 

what had been a very 

enjoyable weekend. 

 

I have certainly revised my former 

casual habit towards stowing things in 

the boot. It is just so easy to be so 

causal with regard to safety and how 

quickly and easily things can go wrong.  

Full examination of the car at home 

and in daylight the following day re-

vealed that the major and only 

ópermanentô damage was to the battery 

cable itself so I certainly feel that I got 

off very lightly; so take it from yours 

truly donôt take any chances; a disaster 

can happen. 

Guess who has now installed a fire 

extinguisher too and made doubly sure 

that the battery terminals are well pro-

tected.? 

The aim of this piece is not to provide 

a long-winded explanation about an 

incident but to provide a salutary lesson 

on how to avoid a potential disaster. 
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A Winter Day Out in Paraguay by Carlos Calvo 
A recent and most welcome addition to 
the Register is Carlos Calvo, a Giulia Ti 
owner from Asunción in Paraguay. While 
Paraguay does not have an established 
Alfa Romeo Ownersô Club as such, it 
does however have a group of dedicated 
Alfa Romeo owners who get together to 
enjoy an occasional day out. Aside from 
the obvious Giulia Tiôs and Supers there 
are also a number of 33ôs, a Duetto Spi-
der, 75ôs and 164ôs among the group.  

After Carlos and a few of his fellow Para-
guayan Alfa owners had another of their 
outings a few months back Carlos kindly 
forwarded a report and photos of the 
outing to Super News. 

The outing which he and his fellow local 
Alfisti took part in ended in the parking 
area at a shopping centre in Carlosô 
home-town of Asuncion, the capital of 
Paraguay. 

 

 
The club that caters for the majority of 
the classic car enthusiasts in Paraguay is 
the ñClub de Vehiculos Antiguos del 
Paraguay (CVAP) which organizes a rally 
every couple of months. These rally-style 
events, run under FIVA rules, can cover 
anything from 150 km over one day to a 
1200 km event called the Grand Premio 
de Sports y Clasicos which is run over 
three days. These events usually attract a 
number of Alfa Romeos. 

Alfa Romeoôs presence in Paraguay goes 
back to 1966 when Buenos Aires-based 
Moto Guzzi and Alfa Romeo dealer 
Giuseppe Vianinni, moved his business 
operations from Argentina to Asuncion 
in neighbouring Paraguay. The decision 
to move his business to neighbouring 
Paraguay was caused by the introduction 
of import duties which made it almost 
impossible to import cars into Argentina. 
Vianinni had initially set up in Buenos 
Aires as a Motor Guzzi distributor and 
later added Alfa Romeo to the range, 
importing mostly Giulietta Ti models. 
Vianinni also had a racing team in Argen-
tina which competed in road races such 
as the famous ñGran Premio Interna-
cional de Turismoò.  

Vianinni started his Paraguayan opera-
tions by assembling 1.6 litre Giulia Tiôs 
that had been shipped from the factory 
in Italy to Paraguay in CKD (Complete 
Knock Down) form. 

Later model Giulia Supers, 1300 Ti, 
Giulia Sprint GTV, GT Junior, 1750 
Berlina and GTV were also part of the 
local operations until 1972 when the 
business ceased. During the six years it 
operated Giuseppe Vianinniôs dealership 
sold about 4,000 cars throughout Para-
guay. 

 
Footnote: It is hardly surprising that Car-
los is a Giulia devotee; after all, his father 
purchased a brand new white Giulia Su-
per in 1968 and, as a 13 year old, Carlos 
learned to drive in that car. 

Thanks for thinking of Super News Car-
los Calvo. 

105 Air Conditioning System 
The on-the-ball guys at Alfaholics have added to their al-

ready huge range of well engineered products with a modern 

air conditioning system to fit all 105 series cars. The system 

uses a bespoke heater box as a direct replacement for the 

original unit and features an integral air conditioning evapora-

tor and heater matrix.  

The compressor is controlled by a simple on/off switch on 

the dashboard, while the two original cable controls are re-

tained along with the fascia panel. The temperature control 

lever is used to blend warm air from the heater matrix with 

cold air from the evaporator, in order to achieve the desired 

temperature. The direction lever allows the blended air to be 

routed either to the dashboard or to the footwell. 

The compressor is the latest technology, high power, com-

pact unit for ease of packaging in the engine bay. Special 

brackets to fit the compressor to Twin Spark engines are 

available and  brackets for Nord engines will follow shortly. 

The kit is supplied complete with a new heater box, pipes, 

unions, toggle switch, compressor, belt, drier bottle, con-

denser & trinary switch. 

 

 


