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  Coming up ... 

 

Curry Night  
The George & Dragon  

Weds 13 February from 7.30pm  
 

Just £10 a head for a curry with all the 

trimmings. (Bar menu also available). No 

deposit necessary. Please book your place 

with John. 

 

The Racing Car Show 
(including the Performance & 

Tuning Car Show)  
NEC Birmingham  

12-13 January  
 

This great start to the year show features the 

worlds best racing cars from F1 to karts, and 

the sister show, The Performance and Tuning 

Car Show in adjoining halls is included in the 

admission price. The Live indoor driving show 

is great entertainment too. A bit of  Petrolhead 

paradise to start 2019. 
 

Itõs another slightly 

new look for ôAlfistiõ 

as we charge into 

2019 with issue 

number 216.  Yes 

these have been 

coming out since 1995!  òA good ideaó, I thought 

back then, one thatõs become a tiny bit of an 

obsession, but along the way a lot of fun.  

There have been some terrific new Alfas out in 

that period; 916 GTV and Spider, the 156, 147, 

GT, the 939s - the MiTo (a company life-saver?) - 

the comparatively big-selling Giulietta, now the 

stupendous Giulia and Stelvio. Now of course, as 

per the late November FCA announcements, a 

new ôsmallõ Alfa is set to appear as the next ôall 

newõ car of the brand ñ only it will not be 

particularly small, and definitely not MiTo size, 

coming from ôJeepõ stock. Maybe a super-

efficient, 4x4, 1.3 litre, turbo ôe-boosterõ hybrid 

will be as big a performance machine as it is 

practical and efficient, we will see down the line. 

Please see the conjecture-piece about it on page 

7, some of which may even work out true!  

Fingers are firmly crossed for the new Giulia-

based GTV arriving soon too and,  hopefully, a 

thoroughly revised Giulietta, but information on 

that is very thin indeed. Paul Jones hopes a 

Veloce version will reappear soon at least. 

In this edition we take a look at the highlights 

of our events and activities in 2018. There were 

more than 30 to enjoy again, with The George & 

Dragon being the focal point for monthly evening 

meetings and a couple of Sunday breakfast 

gatherings too. At the end of 2018 the owners 

made a number of changes to the venue outside 

extending the beer garden and chicken coups 

and pebbling over a larger part of the grass 

paddock weõve used for years. This may give us 

a few logistical challenges for our summer 

meetings, but we intend to see how things go.  

For example, if itõs proving too tight, we might 

move the Fun Concours event to a special venue 

in the same way we relocated for the December 

Pirelli talk night. That was really good; great to 

see 60 of us along for the informative 

presentation - and rather super ôgoody bagsõ too! 

There will be more on 2019õs events in the 

next edition, though as youõll see on page 2 

weõve already got a lot of things planned. The 

Meguiarõs seminar should be really interesting, 

and in March weõve now set up a visit to the 

Pirelli Performance Centre in Burton.  These 

things get booked up quite quickly (the Meguiars 

one did in October!) so please let me know if you 

want to come to the ôPPCõ.  Meantime, hereõs to 

a healthy and prosperous 2019.  

All the very best.    John   

  Happy New Year!  
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The new ósmallô SUV will be next all-new Alfa, and built at 
the Alfasudôs home - Pomigliano. (Artist impression here.) 
More on the various conjectures about it inside. 



 

 

Sign up to get the 

latest news, info 

and chat.  See 
 

www.facebook.com/groups/arocukeastmids 

Date  Activities   

Friday 4 January - 7 

for 7.30pm 

***  EVENT FULL ***  

New Year Meal at La Torre, 48 High Street, Coalville, Leicestershire, LE67 3EE. (Car park at rear.) 

Arrive from 7pm to eat from 7.30pm.  

*** EVENT FULL *** 

NB... Please note there is no regular meeting night in January owing to the New Year Meal. 

 

Saturday 9 Feb 

from 9:30 

*** EVENT FULL ***  Detailing Seminar at Meguiarõs HQ in Daventry.  FREE!  Limited to 20 Club 

members.  Free refreshments and free samples pack provided. A volunteer memberõs car will be used 

as a demo vehicle too.  Arrive 09:30 for refreshments, Seminar from 10am. Ends around lunchtime.  

EVENT FULL - RESERVE LIST OPEN 

Weds 13 February 

2019 from 7.30pm 

Winter Warmer Curry Night at The George & Dragon in Thringstone - starting at 7.30pm. Just £10 a 

head!  Chef Paul will put on a special spread. (Usual bar menu available, for example, for vegetarians.) 

No deposit required but you MUST book your places with John so we are firm on numbers.  

Thursday 7 March 

from 7pm 

Pirelli Performance Centre Evening  Burton-on-Trent, Thursday 7 March 2019, from 7pm 

(Followed by optional pub meal)  A great opportunity to get behind the scenes at a top-class tyre 

operation.  Free tyre checks available - please let John know if youõd like to have your car examined. 

Address: - Unit 1, Battista Road, Stretton, Burton-on-Trent DE13 0FW  

Weds 12 March 

from 7.30pm 

Monthly Meeting at The George & Dragon in Thringstone.  Our early spring (or will it still be winter?)  

meeting will feature some additional entertainment on top of the usual convivial natter and excellent 

pub grub.  Karaoke isnõt ruled out.  (Could be lying thereé.) 

TBC Late March/

Early April 

Rolls Royce Heritage Centre Tour. This fabulous venue on Osmaston Road, Derby, has been fully 

refurbished. It houses  the largest collection of aero engines in the country, ranging from World War 1 

era piston engines to modern day jet engines, plus examples across Rolls-Royce's historic product 

range.  This will be a week-day tour, with a limit on places.  More information soon.  

Weds 10 April  

from 7pm 

Monthly Meeting at The George & Dragon in Thringstone.  Itõs the first light evening of the year, but 

bring a brolly just in case!   Weõre going to see how suitable the available parking space is for us after 

the late 2018 changes and expansion of the beer garden.  Hopefully it will be fine. 

Sunday 14 April 

AROC Spring Alfa Day at the National Motor Museum, Beaulieu in Hampshire. Our Section convoy, will 

meet at a services near to the venue. (Details TBC). Advance discount tickets will be available for 

members via the main AROC website  www.aroc-uk.com  

TBC April 

Curborough Circuit Experience ð Our Section take on the challenges of this tight and twisting circuit ð 

the Nurburgring of the Midlands.  £30 non-returnable deposit required to book your carõs place. 

Please contact John.  (NOTE ð overall hire cost will be divided by all drivers who take to the track. 

Spectators are free.  Cost should be in the region of £69 each, less with more drivers.)  

Sat 4 May 

Auto Italia Spring Italian Car Day ð Brooklands, Surrey.  If travelling plan to arrive early (before 9.30) to 

ensure parking with other Alfa Romeos.  AROC Events Van will be present as a foal point for members 

at this popular early-season event.  (Expect lots of Lamborghinis and Ferraris as the owners donõt need 

to get their vaccinations to take them outside the M25.) 

 Coming up . . .  
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The draft 2019 Events calendar for our Section is available on our website now.  It is subject to change as various things are added 

or amended as the year progresses.  Section members will receive updates by email (roughly 2 a month).  If you would like a copy 

ǺŴ±"ȡ± Ŵ±Ⱥ ŝƶĊƖ ŦƖƶʞ˱  ˷Ƌ"Ŧ± ȡɔȉ± ʲƶɔ lĊ±lŦ ʲƶɔȉ ȡǺ"ƌ íƶŴ|±ȉ "ȡ ȡƶƌ± ±ƌ"ĜŴ ȡƶíȺʞ"ȉ± |ƶ±ȡƖ̃Ⱥ ŴĜŦ± bȉƶ"|l"ȡȺ ƌ±ȡȡ"ô±ȡ Ⱥƶ ôȉƶɔǺȡ.) 



 

Pirelli Performance Centre Evening  
Burton -on-Trent  

Thursday 7 March 2019, from 7pm - 9pm  

(Followed by optional pub meal / drink.)  

Unit 1, Battista Road, Stretton, Burton-on-Trent DE13 0FW  
 

A great opportunity to get behind the scenes at a top-class tyre operation. 

 

After the excellent presentation night on December where we learnt a great deal about performance tyres, 

we can now get close to the action. 

 

FREE TYRE INSPECTIONS  - if youõd like a full analysis of your carõs tyres, please register with John in 

advance. We will be able to get several cars up on the lifts.  

 

SPACE IS LIMITED so please REGISTER TO ATTEND THE EVENING WITH JOHN 

 
Fancy some Italian -ȠȺʲŴ± ̂ǺŴ"Ⱥ±ȡ íƶȉ ʲƶɔȉ kŴ"ȡȡĜl˵ 
 

A brilliant way to give your Italian classic an authentic 1960õs/70õs look.  These ôshow 

platesõ (which of course would not pass an MOT!) are available from www.targheetarghe.it in Italy.  

Manufactured from quality materials they are 100% authentic. 

    In Italy the leading 2 letters indicate a city; e.g. LU for Lucca, or MI 

for Milano, so with some creative spacing of UK standard plates you 

can give it a similar look, just like the example here.   (Weõd not 

recommend these for road use of course, but great for shows.) 
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